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ABOUT M ADIKW E

Madikwe Game Reserve is a malaria free Big 5 game reserve.

Imagine over seven hundred and fifty square kilometers of untamed bushveld the way it was long before man
interfered. The Madikwe Game Reserve, situated in the North West Province of South Africa and run by the North
West Parks and Tourism Board, reclaimed over seventy five thousand hectares of farmland and turned it into a
wildlife sanctuary that has become home to a wonderful variety of Africa’s animals.

Guests visiting Madikwe have the opportunity to witness this wonderful interaction of game in one of the finest
conservation areas in the continent. The reserve has one of the largest elephant populations, all the predators,conservation areas in the continent. The reserve has one of the largest elephant populations, all the predators,
as well as the endangered wild dog, black and white rhino, buffalo and general plains game. Bird life is abundant.

Photographic opportunities are endless, not only from the raised vantage point of your vehicle whilst on game
drive but also from the shaded serenity of your lodge’s garden. You’ll never want to put your camera down, so
make sure you stock up on extra batteries and memory cards beforehand!



W ILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY

Game drives are conducted throughout the year at optimum viewing times when game activity is generally at its
peak, i.e. early morning and late afternoon into evening. The morning safari departs at sunrise, and the evening
drive leaves late enough in the afternoon for guests to enjoy a bush sunset and the opportunity to view nocturnal
animals after dark.

An exciting addition to our offering is an underground hide that borders on the very edge of a very active
waterhole. A water point is located close to the front opening and elephants regularly drink from this point or
walk right past the front of the hide. The roof, which is just above ground level, is reinforced and can carry thewalk right past the front of the hide. The roof, which is just above ground level, is reinforced and can carry the
weight of any elephant that might wander across the top. The Hide is accessed from a path within the lodge
garden, or from the swimming pool, so guests can safely move along the walkway and into the tunnel without
being seen by the animals and in complete safety.

The pathways, tunnel and hide are all lit at night so are available for use by guests 24 hours a day. Viewing of all
the visiting animals and birds close up is truly spectacular and offers a whole new dimension in game viewing.

* The front of The Hide has an expanded metal grid which is completely
open and out of sight but can be quickly dropped if anyone is feeling
nervous.

* Those guests with walkers and in wheelchairs can also use the hide as
the walkway has ramps that ensure ease of access.



GUIDANCE

Your photographic host will be Samuel Cox, who has been photographing Africa’s wildlife for over a decade and is
very familiar with the offerings of Madikwe. He will accompany you on every game drive and ensure that you get
the best out of every photographic opportunity, making sure you’re technical and creative skills are being pushed
so that you can return home with a new portfolio of fantastic images.

In between game drives he will be available to help with one-on-one photographic tuition; whether it’s camera
based, editing or simply discussing the ethics and artistry of photography. Sam has spent years teaching wildlife
photography and conservation, so has a wealth of knowledge and experience to share.photography and conservation, so has a wealth of knowledge and experience to share.

Sam will meet you at O.R. Tambo and travel with you to your lodge, to then drop you back off at Departures at
the end of the trip; once you set foot in Africa, you won’t be alone or needing for anything.

Your gamedrives will be conducted by one of the local field guides with plenty of experience and knowledge of
the flora and fauna of the area. They will be the one sharing animal information to help build your knowledge
and appreciation of everything you come across. This, plus Sam’s photographic guidance, means you get the
best of both worlds for an unparalleled photographic safari experience in one of South Africa’s best wildlifebest of both worlds for an unparalleled photographic safari experience in one of South Africa’s best wildlife
viewing destinations.  



ACCOM M ODATION

The Bush House will be your home in Big Five country. The informal style, intimate atmosphere and caring staff
make you feel welcome, relaxed and part of the family. All of the rooms are part of the main lodge so there
are no unnecessary long walks to and fro.

The rooms are tastefully furnished with percale bed linen and fluffy towels. The rooms have air-conditoners and
fans, hairdriers, coffee and tea facilties. The bathrooms have separate baths and showers with a variety of
toiletries. They have 220v electricity, cell phone signal and free Wi-Fi should you need to stay in touch.

An onsite bar is always available for beverages, especially for those looking to try the famous creamyAn onsite bar is always available for beverages, especially for those looking to try the famous creamy
alcoholic drink; Amarula (best had with ice, in our opinion!). 

Rooms are availbe on both a shared basis (2x per room) or single supplement is available at an additional cost.

The Chefs, who together create a wonderful culinary repertoire, whether it is breakfast in the garden, afternoon
tea packed with treats or a fire-lit dinner in the boma under the stars. 

We try as much as possible to accommodate all dietary requirements, but please make sure to let us know in
advance (especially in regard to intolerances and allergies).
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ITINERARY

DAY TWO - SIX:

Most days will follow the same routine.

Game drives depart at sunrise to make sure we get the best lighting conditions for photography. Animals are also
most active during this time of the day, so it would be crazy to miss out on this time in nature. We will stop for
a coffee break before heading back for a mid-late morning breakfast back at the lodge.

In between drives is your free time. Enjoy relaxing in the large shaded garden overlooking the best waterhole in
Madikwe. Lounge at the pool while the lodge staff take care of your every need or take a walk through the privateMadikwe. Lounge at the pool while the lodge staff take care of your every need or take a walk through the private
nature trail which is within the electrified boundaries of camp. Don’t forget the photographic hide is also open
all day and night, or that Sam is available for any and all photographic tuition and development.

At roughly 15:30pm we will head out with our field guide in our private vehicle looking for wildlife. A couple of
hours in to the drive we will take a moment to enjoy the sunset with a drink, before looking for nocturnal animals
and heading back to the lodge for dinner.   



ITINERARY

DAY SEVEN:

After a final morning game drive and quick breakfast, we will be departing the lodge at approximately 10:00am
to head back to O.R. Tambo. Once again, we will have a short break midway through the drive, and aim to arrive
back in Johannesburg early-mid afternoon.

This should be plenty of time for people to say goodbye and check in for their international flights, or to rent a
car and carry on exploring South Africa in their own way.



INCLUDED / EXCLUDED

INCLUDED

- Road transfer from O.R. Tambo to Madikwe

- Six nights accommodation
  (shared, or single supplement at extra charge)

- All meals, tea and coffee

- Twice daily game drives on private group vehicle

- 24/7 access to underground photographic hide- 24/7 access to underground photographic hide

- Photographic guidance and tuition throughout

- All reserve and conservation fees

- Return road transfer from Madikwe to O.R. Tambo

EXCLUDED

- Flights / travel to O.R. Tambo from country
  or province of origin

- All drinks from the bar- All drinks from the bar

- Laundry service

- Travel / health insurance

- Items of a personal nature

- Tips for lodge staff and guide

- Rented or borrowed camera / computer equipment



W HAT TO BRING

PHOTOGRAPHY
(recommended)

Mirrorless camera or DSLR
Telphoto or zoom lens
Wide angle lens
Plenty of batteries and memory cards
Laptop with Adobe Lightroom classicLaptop with Adobe Lightroom classic
External hard-drive
Memory card reader (if needed)
All charging cables and power adaptors

OTHER

Comfortable clothing
(Neutral colours are best)

Fleece or warm jacket
Beanie, scarf & gloves
(it can be cold due to
the wind chill factor)the wind chill factor)

Comfortable walking shoes
Sunglasses, Hat & Sunblock
Travel / Health insurance

Insect repellent
Cash (Rand) for tips

**Any chronic medication
- the nearest chemist is over 100 kms away- the nearest chemist is over 100 kms away



Group size is strictly limited to a maximum of six guests to ensure space and comfort on
game drive vehicles and efficient and plentiful tuition. 

                                  Cost in GBP per person:

                    £2,650                                    £3,150
           based on 2x people sharing pr room                    single supplement

PRICING


